
Step One 
Develop a Conservation Plan  
Interested landowners should contact their 
NRCS field office to sign up for assistance in 
completing a conservation plan.  
 
A conservation plan describes the land-
owner’s goals and objectives for the land and 
assesses resource concerns and opportuni-
ties such as water quality and quantity, flood 
control, rangeland condition, wildlife habitat, 
soil quality, and biodiversity. The plan also 
includes a list of conservation practices com-
patible with the landowner’s objectives and a 
schedule for installing and maintaining them. 
 
Planning assistance is available on a first 
come-first served basis with priority given to 
prior-year deferred program applications.  
 
 
 
 

Step Two 
Apply for Cost-Share Assistance  
EQIP typically cost-shares between 50 and 
75 percent of the costs of certain conserva-
tion practices. Limited-resource producers 
and beginning farmers and ranchers may be 
eligible for up to 90 percent cost-share assis-
tance.   
 
Incentive payments may be provided to en-
courage producers to carry out management 
practices they may not otherwise use such as 
nutrient management, integrated pest man-
agement and manure management. 
 
The EQIP cost-share agreement lasts from 
two to ten years from the date the contract is 
signed. Under the agreement, the landowner 
agrees to maintain the cost-shared practices 
and allow NRCS access to monitor the effec-
tiveness of the practices.  
 
  
  

What is EQIP?  
The Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation pro-
gram that supports production agriculture and 
environmental quality as compatible goals. 
Through EQIP, agricultural producers may 
receive financial and technical help with struc-
tural and management conservation practices 
on agricultural land.  
 
How EQIP Works   
Details about eligible practices and cost share 
rates are announced each year.  NRCS evalu-
ates each application, and higher rankings are 
given to those that use cost-effective conser-
vation practices, address local and national 
priorities, and provide the greatest environ-
mental benefit. 
 
Farmers will develop a conservation plan, if 
they don’t already have one, for the acreage 
affected by the EQIP practices. Conservation 
practices must meet NRCS technical stan-
dards. Farmers may elect to use an approved 
third-party provider for technical assistance.  

Timeline 
After a conservation plan is complete, a land-
owner may sign up for EQIP at any time 
throughout the year.   
 
The 2005 closing date for sign-up is May 
27. Applications received after May 27 will be 
held until the next closing date. 
 



 
NRCS State Office 

800 W Evergreen Ave, Ste 100 
Palmer, AK  99645 

www.ak.nrcs.usda.gov 
 

Field Offices 
 
Anchorage   Homer 
510 L St., Ste 280  4014 Lake St # 201 
Anchorage, AK  99501 Homer, AK  99603  
907-271-2424  907-235-8177 
  
Bethel   Juneau 
311 Willow St, Bldg 3 Senate Bldg  
Bethel, AK  99559  175 S Franklin St  #424 
907-543-7155  Juneau, AK  99801  
   907-586-7220 
Cooper Center    
HC 60 Box 52  Kenai 
Mile 93.3 Richardson Hwy 110 Trading Bay #160 
Copper Center, AK  99573 Kenai, AK  99611 
907-822-4484  907-283-8732 
    
Delta Junction  Kodiak 
1420.5 Alaska Hwy 518 Marine Way #206 
Jarvis Office Ctr  Kodiak, AK 99615 
Delta Junction, AK  99737 907-486-5598 
907-895-4241   
   Mat-Su 
Dillingham  1700 E Bogard Rd #203 
134 First Ave W  Wasilla, AK 99654 
Dillingham, AK  99576 907-373-6492  
907-842-3240   
   Nome 
Fairbanks   240 Front St #107A 
590 University Ave, Ste B Nome, AK  99762 
Fairbanks, AK  99709 907-443-6096 
907-479-3159  
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Alaska Priorities 
The 2005 EQIP priorities all have equal status 
and are:  
• Reducing non-point source pollutants;  
• Reducing soil erosion and sedimentation; 
• Promoting the conservation of at-risk spe-

cies; 
• Improving grazing lands health.  
  
Who’s Eligible?  
Any farmer engaged in livestock or crop pro-
duction on eligible land may apply for EQIP. 
Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland, 
pastureland, and private non-industrial forest-
land.  

Examples of EQIP Practices 
Your local NRCS field office can provide infor-
mation about how EQIP might work on your 
land. Some conservation practices that are 
eligible for cost-share support include: 
• Improving the health of grazing lands 

through the installation of cross fencing 
and watering facilities to allow for pre-
scribed grazing; 

• Reducing erosion and sedimentation 
through the installation of grassed water-
ways, sediment basins, and filter strips; 

• Reducing non-point source pollutants by 
installing animal waste storage facilities;  

• Reducing erosion and off-site sedimenta-
tion on forestland by constructing forest 
harvest trails and landings.  
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